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Introduced by Senators R{}éssler, Darling, deles., Lazich, Schultz and Stepp'_.' -

Cosponsored by Representatives Honadel, LeMahieu, Montgomery, Nischke,
Huebsch, Gielow, Gronemus, Albers, Suder, Gundrum, Jensen, Gottlieb, Vukmir,
KraWczyk, Musser, Owens, Rhoades, Hines, Kreibich, Jeskewitz, Sinicki,
Ziegelbauer, Stone, Nass, McCormick, Gunderson, Ward and Weber. NPT

| BILL HISTORY

Senate Bill 399 was referred to the Senate Committee on Health, Children, Families,
Aging and Long Term Care on January 16, 2004. A public hearing was held on
February 12, 2004. Executive session was held on February 17, 2004. R

. LRB
| ANALYSIS

| Proposed Changes:
» x C S [

% | stillbi th. Under the bill, ifal : pe
| required, the person who is responsible for preparing and filing the fetal death report

The Committee recommended passage on a vote of 8-1 (Chvala).

Current Law: o
Under current law, if a pregnancy results in a live birth, a certificate of birthis = -
prepared and filed with the state registrar. A person with a direct and tangible interest
in a particular birth certificate may obtain a certified copy of the birth certificate by: -
submitting a written request to the state registrar and paying the applicable fee,

If, instead of a live birth, a pregnancy results in a miscarriage, a fetal death report is
prepared and submitted to the state registrar, but only if the delivery occurs 20 weeks
~or more after the mother's last normal menstrual period or if the stillbirth weighs 350
grams or more. The state registrar may record information on a fetal death report for
use in medical research and may use the information to compile statistics. After the

| information from a fetal death report is recorded, however, the report is destroyed. -

nal certificate called a certificate of birth resulting in

birth results in a stillbirth for which a fetal death sport 15~

must inform the parent or parents of the option to have a certificate of birth resulting.
in stillbirth prepared and of how to ObTaif a certified copy of the certificate.” If the
arent or parents wish to have a certificafe prepared, The person responsible Tor————

preparing and filing the fetal death report must, within five days after the delivery of

the stillbirth, prepare a certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth and file it with the state

registrar. Only a parent of the stillbirth may obtain & certified Copy of the certificate [
of birth resulting in stillbirth by requesting a copy from the state registrar in writing

and paying a fee of $10.. .

Although the notice requirements under the bill apply to stillbirths occurring on or
after August 1, 2004, the bill also sets out a special procedure by which a certificate of
birth resulting in stillbirth may be prepared for stillbirths occurring before that date or
if the parent or parents of a stillbirth occurring on or after that date do not request a
certificate at the time of delivery but later decide that they would like to have one.
‘prepared. Under the special procedure, the state registrar must prepare and file a
certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth if a parent of a stillbirth for which a certificate
was not prepared requests the preparation in writing and presents satisfactory evidence
of the facts of the stillbirth.

Major Impact:




_;{B_B_Q_ggcates a new, optional certificate called a certificate of birth resulting in
et St bistheenr

FIS CAL «" | The Department of Health and Family Services: o
N Increase existing revenues. Not possible to absorb increased costs in the agency’s

0 EFFECT budget.

The Department will have to design an application form for parents to use to requ_est
the certificate. The total one time cost of these changes to information systems and
form design is estimated at $45, 400. h

The Department will also have to train hospitals and the public to prov'i'd'e__thc
necessary information for the certificates to be issued, at a one time cost of $15,000.

Total one time cost of $60,400. )
The total cost of issuing c_ertificates of stillbirth is estimated at $5,900 annualiy.

If 120 certificates were to be sold at $10 each, as provided in this bill, there wot_i}d be
$1,200 in revenue for this program. This would result in an estimated shortfall for this
provision of $59,200 in the first year of the program and an estimated annual shortfall
of $4,700. ' [P

Francis; (2) Jennifer Petro, Self, Rhinelander; (3) Representative Mark Honadel; '(4_) _
Cherie Klopp, National Stillbirth Society, Eagle River; and (5) Senator Carol - -
Roessler. ' : S

1 ey 11 = The following people appeared in favor of this bill: (1) Ronald Stephan, Self, St..
SUPPORT £ people app P .

The following people registered in favor of this bill: (1) Philip Retro, Self, = -
Rhinelander; (2) Senator Rob Cowles, 2nd Senate District: (3) Kathy Markeland, - -
Wisconsin Catholic Conference; (4) Reverend Sue Moline Larson, Lutheran Office
for Public Policy in WI; (5) Kathryn Kuhn, Medical College of Wisconsin; (6)
Senator Alberta Darling, 8th Senate District: (7) Michael Brown, Self, Sheboygan; (8)
Laura Engel, Self, Sheboygan; (9) Ingrid Schlueter, Sunshine Adoption, Inc,
Wauwatosa; (10) Karen Bass, Self, Evansville; (11) Michelle Zettle-Bruegger,
Livingston; and (12) Matt Sande, Pro Life WI, Cambridge.

& The following person appeared in opposition to this bill: (1) Peggy Peterson,
OPPOSITION Department of Health and Family Services.

No one registered in opposition to this bill.

CONTACT Jennifer Halbur, Senator Carol Roessler, 266-5300

] D ATE February 27, 2004




Halbur, Jennifer

From: Reader, Chris

Sent: Wednesday, January 07, 2004 4:17 PM
To: Haibur, Jennifer

Subject: stillbirth legisiation

Hey Jennifer, | haven't seen you since the couple weeks this summer in Cowles office.

I have a bill that I'm looking for a senate lead on for a companion- | have everything on it set to go, and the Speaker is
going to fasttrack it in the Assembly to make sure it goes through. Similiar bills have passed in a dozen other states
aimost always with unanimous votes.

Here's the bill, my cosponsor letter | have set to go, and our press release I'm ready to go with, as soon as we find a
Senate lead.

03-364111.pdf - Heavenlyangels LRB 3641
BRI introduced.doc... sponsorship mermo.

If you céuid let me know as soon as possible if Senator Roessler is interested, I'd appreciate it. Any questions, just gfva
me a call at 6-0610.

Thanks!

Chris

Chris Reader

Office of Representative Mark Honadel
Wisconsin State Assembly, 21st. District
.- Room 6 North, State Capitol .

PO Box8952 . ..

Madison, Wi 53708
(888) 534-0021 toll free
{(608) 266-0610




T
WISCONSIN LEGISIATURE

P.O. BOX 8952 - MADISON, W1 53708

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ' For further information, contact:
January 7™, 2004 Rep. Mark Honadel
(608) 266-0610

(608) 266-xxxx

Sen.

Heavenly Angels Bill Introduced in Legislature
Legislation will help parents of stillborn children find closure
Madison—Representative Mark Honadel (South Milwaukee) and Senator _____ (some city)
today announced their intentions to introduce companion bills in both the Assembly and the
Senate to create a ‘Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth.” This certificate will be offered to
the hundreds of parents in Wisconsin each year that endure the tragedy of a miscarriage and a
stillbirth.

Th:éjf are intfodac:ing this bill with one impeﬁant goal- to help :parents of stillborn children find
closure at the loss of their child.

“Since 1980, there have been on average 444 stillborn children in Wisconsin every year. That’s
a rate of 6.2% of all pregnancies in the state ending by a miscarriage and stillbirth,” said
Honadel. “This creates a certificate for these grieving parents that looks similar to a birth
certificate and recognizes that they did indeed have a child.”

Currently in Wisconsin, if a pregnancy ends in miscarriage after 20 weeks gestation or if the
fetus weighs 350 grams, a fetal death report is filed with the state registrar. The state uses this
information for use in medical research and compiling statistics, but the report is then destroyed.
The parents can receive a copy of the report, however it is not a report that many parents would
want to frame or put on display in memory of their child. The certificate of birth resulting in
stillbirth created by this legislation will be one that parents can frame and have as a keepsake of
their child.

Senate Lead Quote “As a mother...?”

The Bill has been dubbed the ‘Heavenly Angels’ bill after an organization started in southeast
Wisconsin by Rebecca Lomis-Stephan, the mother who contacted Rep. Honadel asking him to




look into the issue. On July 4™, 2003, Rebecca gave birth to twin girls, Olivia & Abrianna. The
girls were born still, 4 days after they had passed.

Since 2001, there has been a national movement to pass similar legislation in other states. The
first state to do so was Arizona in 2001, and at least a dozen other states have since created
similar certificates for grieving parents. A dozen others are working on similar legislation now.
This is a non-partisan issue, often passing in other states with unanimous votes.

Parents will be required to pay a $10 fee to receive the certificate. This is the same fee that
parents currently pay to receive a certificate of birth, and should offset any costs this creates for
the state.

“After carrying a baby, often to term, enduring the pains of delivery, and then being struck by the
sudden information that their child was born still- that is a lot for parents of these children to go
through,” added Honadel. “It takes a physical, mental, and emotional toll on those parents, |
hope this certificate can help heal the pain and help those families find closure.”

Honadel and are currently gathering cosponsors for the bill. Next week they will
officially introduce the legisiation in both the Assembly and the Senate.

i




DATE: January 7th, 2004

TO: Members of the Legislature

FROM: Representative Honadel & Senator

RE: Co-sponsorship request of LRB 3641
Creating a “Certificate of Birth resulting in Stillbirth™ for parents of stillborn
children

Deadline is Wednesday. January 14", 2004 at 5pm.

Dear Colleagues,

This is a very simple bill that has the potential to bring relief and comfort to hundreds of families
each year. Every year in Wisconsin hundreds of expecting. parents have a- miscarriage and
deliver:a stillborn child, including the parents from southeast Wisconsin who asked me to look into

this issue, who this past summer gave birth to twin stillborn: girls. Since 1980, there have been on
average 444 stillbirths a year in Wisconsin. That's ‘a rate of 6.2% of all pregnancies ending in

miscarriage and stillbirth. -

Ak, . not want to frame it or put it on display in remembrance ol r
We currently provide Certificates of Live Birth; this bill creates a Certificate of Stillbirth for
the parents to receive if they desire. The certificate of Stillbirth will look similar to a current birth
certificate, and the process and fees for parents to receive the certificate will be the same as a

4 The b'oﬁom Efne is that the certificate created by this bill will bring comfort and closure to the
hundreds of parents each year in Wisconsin who endure a miscarriage.

Thank you for your consideration. | ask you to please join as a cosponsor on this bill. To be
added as a cosponsor, please email Chris Reader in my office or call him at 6-0610. You will be
added to both the Assembly and Senate companion bills unless you indicate otherwise.

Sincerely,

Mark Honadel

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Burean

Under current law, if a pregnancy results in a live birth, a certificate of birth is prepared
and filed with the state registrar. A person with a direct and tan gible interest in a
particular birth certificate may obtain a certified copy of the birth certificate by
submitting a written request to the state registrar and paying the applicable fee.




If, instead of a live birth, a pregnancy results in a miscarriage, a fetal death report is
prepared and submitted to the state registrar, but only if the delivery occurs 20 weeks or
more after the mother’s last normal menstrual period or if the stillbirth weighs 350 grams
or more. The state registrar may record information on a fetal death report for use in
medical research and may use the information to compile statistics. After the information
from a fetal death report is recorded, however, the report 1s destroyed.

. Under the bill, if a birth results in a stil
, the person who is responsible for pre

e
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1rt§1 for which a fetal death report is
parin fetal death report

il
required
stil ob robt £ If the parent or
parents wish to have a certificate prepared, the person responsible for preparing and filing
the fetal death report must, within five days after the delivery of the stillbirth, prepare a
certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth and file it with the state registrar. Only a parent of
the stillbirth may obtain a certified copy of the certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth by
requesting a copy from the state registrar; yingafesor$1o

£

g8

Although the notice requirements under the bill apply to stillbirths occurring on or after
August 1, 2004, the bill also sets out a special procedure by which a certificate of birth
resulting in stillbirth may be prepared for stillbirths occurring before that date or if the
parent or parents of a stillbirth occurring on or after that date do not request a certificate
at the time of delivery but later decide that they would like to have one prepared. Under
the special procedure, the state registrar must prepare and file a certificate of birth
resulting in stillbirth if a parent of a stillbirth for which a certificate was not prepared
requests the preparation in writing and presents satisfactory evidence of the facts of the
stillbirth,

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix
to this bill.




P.O. BOX 8952 - MADISON, W1 53708

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For further information, contact;
January 9" 2004 Rep. Mark Honadel -
(414) 764-9921 or (608) 266-0610 ~
Sen. Carol Roessler R

(608) 266-5300

Heavenly Angels Bill Introduced in Legislature

Legislation will help parents of stillborn children find closure

Madison—Representative Mark Honadel (South Milwaukee) and Senator Carol Roessier
(Oshkosh) today announced their intentions to introduce companion bills in both the Assembly
and the Senate to create a ‘Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth.” This certificate will be
offered to the hundreds of parents in Wisconsin each year that endure the tragedy of a

. ‘miscarriage and a stillbirth, _ o

 They are introducing this bill with one important goal- to help parents of stillborn children find
closure at the loss of their child.

“Since 1980, there have been on average 444 stillborn children in Wisconsin every year. That’s
a rate of 6.2% of all pregnancies in the state ending by a miscarriage and stillbirth,” said
Honadel. “This creates a certificate for these grieving parents that looks similar to a birth
certificate and recognizes that they did indeed have a child.”

Currently in Wisconsin, if a pregnancy ends in miscarriage after 20 weeks gestation or if the
fetus weighs 350 grams, a fetal death report is filed with the state registrar. The state uses this
information for use in medical research and compiling statistics, but the report is then destroyed.
The parents can receive a copy of the report, however it is not a report that many parents would
want to frame or put on display in memory of their child. The certificate of birth resulting in
stillbirth created by this legislation will be one that parents can frame and have as a keepsake of
their child.

"While I have not had this experience personally, I know the pain, heartache and emotion
involved,” said Roessler. “I have a close family member that suffered through the tragedy of a
still birth and it is a heartbreaking experience to have to go through.”




The Bill has been dubbed the ‘Heavenly Angels’ bill after an organization started in southeast
Wisconsin by Rebecca Lomis-Stephan, the mother who contacted Rep. Honadel asking him to
look into the issue. On July 4", 2003 Rebecca gave birth to twin girls, Olivia & Abrianna. The
girls were born still, 4 days after they had passed.

Since 2001, there has been a national movement to pass similar legislation in other states. The
first state to do so was Arizona in 2001, and at least a dozen other states have since created
similar certificates for grieving parents. A dozen others are working on similar legislation now.
This is a non-partisan issue, often passing in other states with unanimous votes,

Parents will be required to pay a $10 fee to receive the certificate. This is the same fee that
parents currently pay to receive a certificate of birth, and should offset any costs this creates for
the state.

“After carrying a baby, often to term, enduring the pains of delivery, and then being struck by the
sudden information that their child was born still- that is a lot for parents of these children to go
through,” added Honadel. “It takes a physical, mental and emotional toll on those parents. [
hope this certificate can help heal the pain and help those families find closure.”

Honadel and Roessler are currently gathering cosponsors for the bill. Next week they will
officially introduce the legislation in both the Assembly and the Senate.

H#HH




Haibur, Jennifer

— FR——
From:. Honadel, Mark
Sent: Friday, January 09, 2004 8:58 AM
To: "Legislative Assembly Republicans; *Legislative Assembly Democrats; *Legislative Senate
Republicans; *Legisiative Senate Democrats
Subject: Co-sponorship request/LRB 3641/Certificate of Birth resulting in Stillbirth

DATE: January 9th, 2004
TO: Members of the Legislature
" ~ FROM: Representative Honade! & Senator Roessler

| RE: Co-sponsorship request of LRB 3641
Creating a “Certificate of Birth resulting in Stillbirth” for parents of stillborn children

Deadline is Thursday, January 15%, 2004 at 5pm,

: - -Dear Coi_ieag-ues,

This is a-verij simple bill that has the potential to bring relief and comfort to hundreds of families each year. Every yéér in

o Wisconsin hundreds of expecting parents have a miscarriage and deliver a stiflborn child, including the parents from

southeast Wisconsin who asked me to look into this issue, who this past summer gave birth to twin stillborn girls. Since
. 1980, there have been on average 444 stillbirths a year in Wisconsin. That's a rate of 6.2% of all pregnancies endingin
miscarriage and stilibirth.

- In Wisconsin there is no record of the birth for the parents to receive, even though the mother carried the baby, oftento
- term, and went through the pains of delivery. After a stillbirth, a fetal death report is filed for statistical purposes, but no
certificate of birth is offered to the grieving parents {parents can receive a copy of the fetal death report, but that is not a
very warm document, and parents would not want to frame it or put it on display in remembrance of their child.) We
- .currently provide Certificates of Live Birth; this bill creates a Certificate of Stillbirth for the-parents to receive if they desire:

. - The certificate of Stillbirth will look similarto a _c_ur_-reni_gb_ir{h certificate, and the: process and fees for parents to receive the

- certificate will be the same as a birth certificate.

Since 2001, there has been a national movement to pass similar legislation in other states. The first to do so was Arizona
.in 2001, and currently a dozen other states have passed similar legisiation, and about a dozen others are working on
- similar legislation now. This is a non-partisan issue; other states have usually passed their bills with unanimous votes.

The bottom line is that the certificate created by this bill will bring comfort and closure to the hundreds of parents eachyear
in Wisconsin who endure a miscarriage. S

Thank you for your consideration. | ask you fo please join as a cosponsor on this bill. To be added as a COSPONSOr,
please email Chris Reader in my office or call him at 6-0610. You will be added to both the Assembly and Senate
companion bills unless you indicate otherwise.

Sincerely,

Mark Honadel!

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, if a pregnancy results in a live birth, a certificate of birth is prepared and filed with the state
registrar. A person with a direct and tangible interest in a particular birth certificate may obtain a certified copy
of the birth certificate by submitting a written request to the state registrar and paying the applicable fee.

If, instead of a live birth, a pregnancy results in a miscarriage, a fetal death report is prepared and submitted to

1




the state registrar, but only if the delivery occurs 20 weeks or more after the mother’s last normal menstrual
period or if the stillbirth weighs 350 grams or more. The state registrar may record information on a fetal death
report for use in medical research and may use the information to compile statistics. After the information from
a fetal death report is recorded, however, the report is destroyed.

This bill creates a new, optional certificate called a certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth, Under the bill, if a
birth results in a stillbirth for which a fetal death report is required, the person who is responsible for preparing
and filing the fetal death report must inform the parent or parents of the option to have a certificate of birth
resulting in stillbirth prepared and of how to obtain a certified copy of the certificate. If the parent or parents
wish to have a certificate prepared, the person responsible for preparing and filing the fetal death report must,
within five days after the delivery of the stillbirth, prepare a certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth and file it
with the state registrar. Only a parent of the stilibirth may obtain a certified copy of the certificate of birth
resulting in stillbirth by requesting a copy from the state registrar in writing and paying a fee of $10,

Although the notice requirements under the bill apply to stillbirths occurring on or after August 1, 2004, the bill
also sets out a special procedure by which a certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth may be prepared for . - .-
- stillbirths occurring before that date or if the parent or parents of a stillbirth occurring on or after that date do ot
request a certificate at the time of delivery but later decide that they would like to have one prepared. Underthe
~special procedure, the state registrar must prepare and file a certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth if a parent of

" astillbirth for which a certificate was not prepared requests the preparation in writing and presents satisfactory

“evidence of the facts of the stillbirth.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill,




Halbur, Jennifer

From: Maureen McNally Immcnally@fmih.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2004 11:37 AM
To: Halbur, Jennifer

Subject: Stillbirth Study

Jennifer:

I thought Sen. Roessler might have an interest in the upcoming NIH study
on stilibirths given her recent legiglation.. .

Maureen

& S = 7

In an effort to determine why the number of stillbirths continues to
remain”"stubboxnly high" despite recent advances in obstetric care, the

~ NIH has launched a five-year, $3 million study to investigate the causes
-of stillbirths in the United States, the Los Angeles. Times repo

rte s e Hett cevalence of stillbivrths may be
glier~because there is a lack of uniform criteria for reporting
the deaths, some hospitals may not be required to issue fetal death
certificates, and fetal autopsy rates are low; in addition, families who
experience stillbirths may be reluctant to digcus 7
hampering research efforts
a y

= : ] Tt to gather substantive
information about IH is helping to launch the
Stillbirth Research Collaborative Network, which will include five
research sites staffed by a.range. of professionals,_including_
iciang, scientists,“and ef counselors: Theszessarcher:

phyeiciang

also plan to developuéuidelines for fepcrting an
stillbirths and to formulate materials to assist
the loss of a fetus (Roan, 1712y .

‘investigating
families coping with

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the scle use of the intended recipient{s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all
copies of the original message.




* Halbur, Jennifer

—
From: Reader, Chris
Sent: Friday, January 16, 2004 8:52 AM
To: Halbur, Jennifer

~ Hey Jennifer- The stillbirth bills are on their way to the Clerks' offices- just an FY1, the senate version is LRB 3974. Here is
a list of our cospsonsors-

Cosponsors.doc

Thanks & have a great weekend,

- Chris




Stillbirth Legislation Cosponsors

Assembly
Mark Honadel

Daniel LeMahieu
Phil Montgomery
Ann Nischke
Mike Huebsch
Curt Gielow
Bobby Gronemus
Sheryl Albers
Scott Suder
Mark Gundrum
Scott Jensen
Mark Gottlieb
Leah Vukmir
Judy Krawczyk
Terry Musser
Carol Owens
Kitty Rhoades
J.A. Hines

Robin Kreibich
Sue Jeskewitz
Chris Sinicki
Bob Ziegelbauer
Jetf Stone _
Stephen Nass
Terry McCormick
Scott Gunderson
Dave Ward
Becky Weber

Senate

Carol Roessler
Alberta Darling
Rob Cowles
Mary Lazich
Dale Schultz
Cathy Stepp
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" Halbur, Jennifer

From: Seaquist, Sara

Sent:  Wednesday, January 21, 2004 9:59
To: Halbur, Jennifer

Subject: FW: Wisconsin Missing Angels Bill
CR email...heavenly angels...

~~~~~ Original Message---—-

From: Cherie Klopp [mailto:cherklop@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2004 8:23 AM

To: carol.roessler@legis.state.wi.us

Subject: Wisconsin Missing Angels Bill

Dear Senator:

Attached is a letter from Richard Olsen, Founder and National Director of the National Stillbirth
Society. Thank you for your continued efforts on behalf on Stillbirth parents of Wisconsin!

Cherie Klopp
Wisconsin Director, NSS

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Hotjobs: Enter the "Signing Bonus" Sweepstakes

01/21/2004




NATIONAL DIRECTORS
Richard K. Olsen, Founder & Father
Susan £, Bigler, Administrator
Daborah Brooks, Sifibirh Mother
Clalr & Kevin Baca, Sillibirth Couple
Cheryl Carter, Legislative Co-Chair
Jagon Coffing, MD, OBIGYN

Norman Leonard Cousins, JD

Pat Flynn, Legislative Co-Chalr
Eugene Russell Hardwick, PRD
Margarete Heber, Stilibinth Mother
Millie M. Lawion, Nonagenarian
Kimberly Lawis, Native American
THfin Yaman, Fundraising Chair

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORS
Lee Melcalf— Australiz

Jodf Brocks - Canada

Christine Rose-NZ

Eynry Huggins Cooper - UK
Amanda Marsted - Mexico

STATE DIRECTORS
Michelle Anglin- AL
Shawnda Hammonds - AR
Sharon E, Amoid - AZ
Clair & Kevin Baca- CA
Caprice Bass - CO

Abigail Evanko -Waber~ CT
Heather Murray - DE
Melissa Grow - FL
KethleanForiner— GA
Angela Bilan- Hi

Jan Cargthars — 1A

L Michells Hidebrand - 1,

Jassamine MeAtee - IN

" Stinna Steward~ KS .

Juanie O'Bryan - KY
Sarah Hodges — LA
Karrann & Russall Clark - MA
Laura Kiley - MD

Susan Giffmor - ME
Denise Bacon- M

Candy & Stephen McVicar - MN
Lindsay Yates - MO

Brandi McKeshan- MS
Deborah Kuhn- NC

Tina Ding ~ NO

Tabitha & Brian Kirke— NE
Jane Lebak - NH

Robert Profo - WJ

Renee Paditia - NM

Lana & Len Marazzo - NV
Linda Carrozzo- NY
Robin Polley - OH

Denise Phillips - 0K
Shawna Lapp- OR

Lisa Maloney - PA
Kimberly Dges - SC
Jennifer Crepozyuski - TN
Audra Ashton- TX
Jennifer Metnke - UT
Deanns Marolelt - VA
Daniel & Gina Powell - WA
Chery Kioop- WI

Paula Farrel~ WV
Jaanne Johnson - WY

The National SElhirth é’ociez‘y Inc.

“Because all our Children Matter”

January 21, 2004

Senator Carol Roessler
Wisconsin State Senate
P O Box 7882
Madison, W1 53707

Dear Senator Roessler:

RE: Heavenly Angels Bill

The National Stillbirth Society, on behalf of the 26,000 American women a year who suffer
a stillbirth, and on behalf of mothers worldwide who experience the same syndrome in even
greater numbers, we applaud your introduction of legislation that would add Wisconsin to
the list of states that have recognized the need to acknowledge its citizens so affected by
issuing them a Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth.

First enacted in Arizona two years ago in response to a campaign by Joanne Cacciatore- -
Garard, whose daughter Cheyenne died in utero just minutes before her delivery, this law
has become a model for similar legislation introduced across the nation, Yesterday the
Governor of New Jersey signed their own version into law, after passage by a unanimous
vote. (Almost without exception states that have passed it did so on unanimous votes.)

- We have enclosed information from our website (www stillnomore.org/AZ Billhtm)
- that details'the rationale for - and the néed of - womern to be given such recognition, Birth is

an event; live or "still" is an outcome. It also details the Arizona legislation with the text of
the Bill as enacted. The certificate our mothers seek is one which would acknowledge the
event of birth, while clearly identifying the outcomes as being different. To not issue the

mother of a "still” baby a certificate is to deny the event ever occurred.

On a technical level, we would point out that the language of the Bill as proposed may be
confusing due to references to "miscarriage", a form of pregnancy loss that occurs prior fo
20 completed weeks of gestation. Stillbirth is a loss that occurs after 20 completed weeks.
The language in the Bill suggests that "stillbirth" is an (advanced) stage miscarriage. That is
not medically correct Further, it could create an expectation among Wisconsin women who
suffer a miscarriage that they too would receive a Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth.
The potential for confusion can be eliminated by deleting references to miscarriage and we
respectfully request that the sponsors offer such amendment, We would also encourage the
sponsors to refer to the legislation by its more familiar name, The Missing Angels Act

Yours very truly,

Richard K. Olsen, Executive Director

cc: Cheryl Kloop, NSS State Director {WI), MISS Foundation, First Candle/SIDS Alliance

Post Office Box 10273 Phoenix, AZ 85064 1-602-218-6600 www stilinomore.org




Halbur, Jennifer

From: Seaquist, Sara

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2004 10:01 AM
To: Halbur, Jennifer

Subject: FW: Certificate of Stillbirth

IA_COSB.gIf  Sample_Certificate_

IN.jpg
CR email...angels

————— Original Message——---

From: Richard K. Olsen [mailto:rkocox.net]

Sent: Wednesday, January 2%, 2004 9:11 AM

To: rep.honadel@legis.state.wi.us; sen.roessler@legis.state.wi.usg
Subject: Certificate of Stillbirth

'i.Dear Rep. Hondale and Senator Roessler:

“'We sent each of you a letter with attachments today by regular mail
regarding your stillbirth legislation which we support. Attached you will
find examples of state's certificates, ITowa which issues them {along with
Rentucky} as a matter of policy, not legislation, and Indiana {along with 10

 other states) that have already snacted legislation. The most recent is New

Jersey whose governor signed the bill vesterday. Cur preference, if we were
to allowed one, would be for a certificate along the lines of that which
Iowa issues. It is tastefully done and shows the mother great respect.
Indiana, on the other hand, issues a Certificate that has all the warmth of
a tax receipt. This should be able to be worked out with the Director of
Vital Records and the form of certificare does not need to be in the bill.

”;Sgﬁethingfwe'didfnot”méﬁtipnﬂin'dﬁr;létﬁér'but shouid'have is the Bill as

. enacted should specify that Certificates shall be issued upon request to all

Wisconsin women who have suffered a stilibirth, which would include those
whose stillbirth occurred BEFORE the effective date of the legislation. A
copy of the Fetal Death Certificate would serve as proof of the prior
stillbirth, or such other documentation as the Directeor of Vital Records
o ghall deem sufficient to establish the occurrence of a stillbirth. A
" notarized affidavit of the mother would be acceptable in cases where other
. Tecords are not available. (NSS National Directors Pat Flynn suffered hexr
stillbirth 25 years ago!}! Lest one argue that this subjects the Department
of Vital Records to a possible tidal wave of applications we would point out
1) that the snnual number of Wisconsin stillbirth rung around 450, not all
of whom will ask for a Certificate, 2) that the women will be paying for
their Certificates, and 2} it amounts to only about 1% of liwve birth
Certificates issued annually so should not present any particular hardship.

Thank you for your support.

Richard K. Olsen, Executive Director
The National Stillbirth Scciety, Inc.
Website: www.stillnomore.org

Email: stillnomore@cox.net

Tel: 602-216-6600
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The National Stillbirth Socie{y Ine.

“Because sl our Children Matoer”

Jamaary 21, 2004

Senpator Carol Roessler
Wisconsin State Senate
P O Box 7882
Madison. W1 33707

Dear Senator Roessler:

RE: Heavenly Angels Bill

schalf of the 26.000 American women  vear who suffer

nothers worldwide who expérience the same svndrome ineven

e applaud your introduction of legislation that would add Wisconsin to-
have recognized the need to acknowledge its citizens:so affected by -
ing in Stillbireh

First enacted in Arizona two vears ago in response to a campaign by Joanne Cacciatore-
Garard, whose daughter Chevenne died in utero Jost minutes before her deliverv, this law
has become a model for similar legislation introduced across the nation, Yesterday the
Governor of New Jersey signed their own version into law, after passage by a unanimons
vote. (Almost without exception states that have passed it did so on unanitous votes.}

We have enclosed information from our website (wwvw stillnomore's Billhts)
that details the rationale for - and ‘the need of - women to be given such recognition. Birth is
an event: live'or "still” is an outcome. Tt also details the Arizona legislation with the text of
the Bill as enacted. The certificate our mothers seek is one which would acknowledge the
event of birth, while clearly identifving the outcomes as being different. To not issue the
mother of a "still” babv a certificate is to denv the event ever occurred.

n a technical fevel. we would point out that the language of the Bill as proposed mayv be
confusing due to references to "miscarriage”. a form of pregnancy loss that occurs prier to
20 completed weeks of gestation. Stillbirth is a Joss that occurs after 20 completed weeks.
The language in the Bill suggests that "stillbirth” is an (advanced} stage miscarriage. That is
not medically correct. Further. 1t could create an expectation among Wisconsin women who
suffer a miscarriage that they too would receive a Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stilibirth.

x. The potential for confusion can be eliminated by deleting references to miscarriage and we

respectfully request that the sponsors offer such amendment., We would also encourage the
sponsors to refer to the legislation by its more familiar name, The Missing Angels Act.

ichard K. Dlsen, Exe'cu-ti%e Director

cc: Cheryl Kloop. NSS State Director (WI), MISS Foundation, First Candle/SIDS Alliance

s

Post Office Box 10273 Phoenix, AZ 85084  1.802-216.-8500 wwiw Stlinomore g




Sudden death is merciful, for the victim S ~ Pagelof?2

Why We Need A Certificate of Still Birth

Haven’t we all at one time been in a movie theater when the film broke? One moment we’re caught up
in the action and suddenly, there is no story on the screen. Time out while the projectionist rethreads the
rest of the reel. If only life were like that. If only sudden interruptions could pick up where thev left off.
But they can’t

The birth of a dead baby is a break in the action. The story is over.
We get to say hello and goodbye in the same breath. Instead of a
bright future, all we're left with is shattered dreams of what might
have been. When movie breaks we get our money back. In rea! life
when the “film” breaks we’re given a fetal death certificate. No
baby to take home. No reward for the months of waiting. ™o

- achnowledgement for having givea hirth

- When we discover that what once lived within us is dead we want
to run away. But we can’t. First we must deliver our baby, just
G ~ like mothers of live babies do. We must endure the pain. Just like
s e mothers of live babies. And when it’s over we hold our baby, just
o like mothers of live babies do. But then we have to give our baby

“Mommy has birth certificates for all of )
o ng’ﬁ;; prove that we were bormed.- back, and go home to an empty nursery.

Contrary to what the pundits say, it is possible to fool Mother Nature. She doesn't know our baby died,
and so she dutifully produces mitk to nourish and protect that, which is no longer. She knows we gave

birth. We know we gave birth. But the state says not. Seillbirth mathers are not vet ackpowledged as
mothers by most states, but we're working to change that.

“We will recognize yeur baby’s death, bui not ifs birth” it the sessnoe,

But how can that die which has not been born? How did it come into being? Did it ride a space ship to
earth? Or did it arrive the way every other baby arrived, from the womb of a mother who conceived and
delivered it?

Birils is » process that all mothers endure; live or "stif” is the outcome of that process. If we
recognize a live birth, why would the state not recognize a stillbirth? Ts it to punish the mother whose
baby is born dead? Is she not somehow worthy? Did she fail somehow? That’s what she thinks. If we
give a the mother of a live birth a “Certificate of Live Birth” why would we not give the mother of a
stillborn baby a Certificate of Still Birth? That's the reality of what happened.

Al mothers give birth: only the sutcomes of those births differ,

To deny a woman a “Certificate of Still Birth”, when she fails to produce a living child, is to say that she
did not give birth, which is not true. To deny a woman recognition for this seminal event in her life is to
deny the event accurred. To deny a woman recognition is to tell her she is a failure. It is an open wound

upon her soul that will never heal unless and until her sacrifice is recognized, just as live birth mothers
are recognized.

On August 9, 2001 in Phoenix, Arizona, Sharon Arnold, wife of NSS Founder Richard K. Olsen, along

“hitp://stillnomore.org/billhtm 1/21/2004
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with Joanne Cacciatore-Garard, NSS National Director and founder of the MISS Foundation, were
presented the first Certificates of Birth Resulting in Still Birth to be issued in the United States. The state
of Arizona has led the way by acknowledging that these brave women gave birth and that their
daughters, Camille and Cheyenne, though born still, did for one brief and glorious moment pass through
this world. Your state should recognize you and your babies t00, beesise afl our ehildren matter.

DETAILS OF HOW ARIZONA DID IT

Last Updated 03/17/2003  Design donated by Weh-Wrier

http://stillnomore. org/bill. htm 1/21/2004
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Halbur, Jennifer

From: Seaquist, Sara

Sent:  Wednesday, January 21, 2004 10:00 AM
To: Halbur, Jennifer

Subject: FW: Link to Missing Angels Bill Petition on
CR email...angels

----- Original Message-----

From: Cherie Kiopp [mailto:cherklop@yahoo.com]

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2004 8:43 AM

To: rep.honadel@legis.state.wi.us; carol.roessler@legis.state.wi.us
Subject: Link to Missing Angels Bill Petition on line

I'thought I'd send you the link to our on line petition as well.

http://www.petitiononline.com/4ourkids/petition.htm]

Cherie Klopp
Wisconsin Director, NSS

"This e-mail made with 100% recycled electrons and magnetic material "

Do you Yahoo!? .

Yahoo! Hotjobs: Enter the "Signing Bonus" Sweepstakes

01/2172004
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Missing Angels Bill - Stillborn Birth Certificates

View Current Signatures - Sien the Petition

To: Legislators in the States of Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Iilinois,
Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi,
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Tennessee,
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming

We, the undersigned, who are residents of, and voters in the States listed above, troubled by
the indifferent and callous administrative processes that consequently serve to invalidate the
birth of our stillborn children, ask for the enactment of legislation, or changes in current
State procedures, that would provide for the issuance of a “Certificate of Birth Resulting in
Stillbirth™.

Tn the States listed above. Mothers who carry a baby to near full term, but then, through no
fault of their own, give birth to a stillborn child, are NOT issued a "Certificate of Birth" of
any kind for their children. Current procedures and laws in those States will not allow for it.
In most States, the Mother would more than likely receive only a certificate or report of
fetal death. In some States, those documents won’t even have the child’s name on it.

As of February 18, 2003, only Arizona, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Massachusetts and Utah
validate the birth of a stillborn child by giving parents, upon request, a "Certificate of Birth
Resulting in Stillbirth" or a “Certificate of Stillbirth”. These legal documents serve to
provide validation, legitimacy, and help parents through the grieving and healing process
following the death of a child.

This is not a "Right to Life" or a "Right to Choose™ issue. This is about common sense and
closure for the families affected by stillbirth. How can a State issue a certificate or report of
fetal death for a child who was never officially born?

By electronically signing this petition, you are affirming that you are 18 years of age or
older, a citizen of the United States, and you fully support the enactment of legislation, or
changes in procedures in your State, that would provide for the issuance of a “Certificate of
Birth Resulting in Stillbirth” rather than having your State perpetuate their currently
invalidating, cold, and heartless procedures.

hitp://www.petitiononline.com/4dourkids/petition.html 0172172004




Missing Angels Bill - Stillborn Birth Certificates Petition Page 2 of 2

Sincerely,

The Missing Angels Bill - Stillborn Birth Cerrificates Petition to Legislators in the States of Alabama, Alaska,
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Hinois, Kansas,
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohie, Oklahoma, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Tsland, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia,
Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming was created by Parents of Stillborn Children and
written by John Nevels. This petition is hosted here at www. PetitionOnline.com as a public service. There is
no endorsement of this petition, express or implied, by Artifice, Inc, or our sponsors. For technical support

Send Petition to a Friend - Petition FAG - Start a Petition - Contributions - Privacy - Media Kit - Comments and Suggestions
PetiticnOnline - DesignCommunity - 3D Designers - Galiery - Architeciurs Forum - 30 Developers - Games -

~Search
hitp:/fwww. PetitionOnline. com/Mourkids/petition. html © 1999-2003 Artifice, Inc. - All Rights Reserved.

http-//www.petitiononline.com/4ourkids/petition.html 01/21/72004




Halbur, Jennifer

From: Reader, Chris
Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2004 4:25 PM
To: Halbur, Jennifer
Subject; RE: 8B 399
Wonderful,

Thankyou!
Chris
----- Original Message-—-
From: Halbur, Jennifer
Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2004 4:25 PM
To: Reader, Chris
Subject: RE: 5B 399

Chris,

[ am pretty confident that this bill will get a hearing in Feb. Carol and | still need to decide what will be addressed. !_’ié
let you know as soon as 1 know,

Thanks!
Jennifer

From: Reader, Chuis

Sent:  Thursday, January 22, 2004 1:55 PM
To: Halbur, Jennifer

Subject: SB 399

Jennifer,

- I'see that ':th'é_'sti'lilb_i_%f_h'-l_egi's'laﬁoh has been given a Senate Bill number, 399. We are stil waiting for a bill nuhﬁber in-
~ the Assembly. S

Do you know when the bill might come up for a hearing? There are some parents who would Jike to come testify,
and i want to let them know when the hearing will be in both the Senate and Assembly as soon as possible.

Thanks,
Chris




_tlalbur, Jennifer

From: Reader, Chris

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2004 12:07 PM

To: ‘tko@cox.net’

Ce: ‘heavenheartt @netscape.net’; 'mctkiopp @ nnex.net,’; Halbur, Jennifer
Subject: Wisconsin Certificate of Birth resulting in Stillbirth

Dear Richard,

| recieved your letter today and have visited the stillnomore.org website. Thank you- the information is very informative
and will be useful as we work the bill through the committee's in the Wisconsin legislature.

I looked into your concern regarding the references to a miscarriage in our bill, and the possible technical confusion, The

reference to a 'miscarriage’ is only in the analysis of the bill, and not in the actual bill language- therefore we shouldn't
need to amend the bill.

Thank you again for the information. If you have any further information or statistics that will help us move the bill faster,

- we would appreciate all you could share. | would also appreciate it if you could pass along any information you have
regarding oppostion you have recieved in other states. While | believe we have minimized most, if not all, oppostion during
the drafting of the bill, there still may be some that | am not thinking of that you have seen.

* Thanks again for your help with this important legisiation!

Chris Reader

Office of Representative Mark Honadel
Wisconsin State Assembly, 21st. District
Room & North, State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952

Madison, W| 53708

(888) 534-0021 fofl free

(608) 266-0510 ‘




Halbur, Jennifer

From: Richard K. Olsen [rko@cox.net]

Sent; Thursday, January 29, 2004 1:41 PM

Tou Reader, Chris

Ce: heavenheart1 @netscape.net; mctklopp @ nnex.net,; Halbur, Jennifer
Subject: Re: Wisconsin Certificate of Birth resulting in Stillbirth

Chris,

Other than California where the Bill was opposed by a coalition headed by
(held on to your seat) The American College of Obstetricians &
Gynecologists, The Californiz Medical Asgociation, Planned Parenthood of
Northern California and The American Civil Liberties Union (gulp!) we have
no - ZERC - oppogition in any state from any faction, including any of the
aforementioned groups who came out of the woodwork in California. Their
reason in California was they saw the Bill as a smoke screen for unnamed
pro-life groups that they alleged we were fronting for who were basically
trying to "out" California women who were having late term elective
terminations of pregnancy. I told the lobbyist for ACOG she was a "vicious

- .viper* whereupon she threatened to sue, which I encouraged her to do. The

- sponsor got cold ‘feet and we asked the Committee Chairwoman to pull the Biil
which she did. That was it. Not & single person has risen in any state at
any stage of the process because once they read it they understand it has
nothing to de with the "elective termination" issue. {See. we don't even use
the "A" word, that's how far away from the issue we are.)

Richard K. Olsen, Executive Director
The National Stillbirth Society, Inc.
Website: www.stillnomore.org

Email: stillnomorelcox.net

Tel: 602~216-6600
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WWWWW Original Message —-——--w

From: "Reader, Chris* <Chris.Reader@legis.state.wi.us>

To: <rkoGecox.net>

. Cc: <heavenheartl@netscape.net>; <mctkloppérmex.net,>; "Halbur, Jennifer"
<Jennifer.Halbur@legis.state.wi.us>

Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2004 11:07 AM

Subject: Wiscongin Certificate of Birth resulting in Stillbirth

Dear Richard,

>
>
> I recieved your letter today and have visited the stillnomore.org website.
> Thank you- the information is very informative and will be useful as we
work

> the bill through the committes's in the Wisconsin legislature.

>

> I looked into your concern regarding the references to & miscarriage in
our

> bill, and the possible technical confusion. The reference to a

> ‘miscarriage' is only in the analysis of the bill, and not in the actual

> bill language- therefore we shouldn't need to amend the bill.

>

> Thank you again for the information. TIf you have any further informatrion
or

H




> gtatistics that wiil help us move the bill faster, we would appreciate all
> you could share. I would also appreciate 1t if vou could pags along any
> information you have regarding oppcostion vou have recievaed in other
states.

> While I believe we have minimized mest, if not all, opposticn during the

> . drafting of the bill, there still may be some that I am not thinking of
that

you have seen.

Thanks again for your help with this important legislation!

Chris Reader

Office of Representative Mark Honadel
Wisconsin State Assembly, 21st. District
Room & North, State Capitol

FP.O. Box 8952

Madison, WI 53708

(888) 534-0021 toll free

(608) 266-0610
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Jennifer Petro
4155 Lakeshore Drive
Rhinelander, WI 54501

715-362-9497
tipetro@newnorth.net

Slaray

Februarv 3, 200

RE: Senate Bill 399

Dear Senator:

As a registered voter, [ feel compelled to write 1o you regarding a eritical issue that is very Important.
0 rme. Lyrite s speaking for many families in your home state and nationwide. 1 hope that because of
this, vou will be prompted 1o take a little fime and please consider what I am abour 1o share with
Vo,

Iwould hike to share the story of my sen, Philip James Petro with vou. Our family was blessed in
Julv of 1999 1o find out we were pregnant for the first time. My husband and 1 have dreamed of our
children for quite some time. Our happiness continued with all the usual firsts: heartbear,

movement, ultrasound, etc. Then on Thanksgiving, the day that we are most aware of our blessings,
the unthinkable happened. [ went into labor at barely 24 weeks. We rushed to the hospital and in

spne o [ all Lh@ dou an was stillborn. The statistics are shocking for this type of

: babm sullborn’ i the US every year. These are babies born

£e 'Lesmce TS, &@a{h I haxe %em,hed for support bo{h inmy 'iocai area and online. f o'my
surpmm there are too many parents that have had this same experience. 1 have also had 1o fight the
misconceptions of peopie who are lucky enough not to have experienced this. Most feel that a child
that has been stillbom is not significant. It is thought that the loss is not as severe as a child who

may be 2 or7 or 16, The only difference is the amount of time that is spent with that child. [t does
not atfect the amount of boadmv or love that you have with that child.

My main concern is the education so desperately needed within our communiry abour fetal’ death. 1
realize this is a provocative subject. Tt is one thar spﬁrks great emotional pain in me as well, You

see, in 1999 after Philip's death, T called the hospital in w hich he was born to ask for either a birth or
death centificate. One of the difficult i issues of ‘fetal” death, or early neonatal death is the lack of
tangible memories with the child- thus ay nereno of the child’s existence is critical in the healing
Process.

['was then told that there 1s not a “cenificate” given to the parents of a stillborn child. There is a
tetal demise form required by the state to be filled our.

The thought that my son was so insignificant to just have been part of my medical records 1
mmcthmo I am stll trying 1o figure out. I did have achild. T held him and touched his hands and
wes. | kissed him and said a praver goodbye. | had milk in my breasts the day 1 buried him. The




Jennifer Petro
4155 Lakeshore Drive
Rhinelander, WI 54501
715-362-9497
tjipetro@newnorth.net
fact that this state which I love and have planned to grow old in, did not acknowledge my baby's life
and death, nor the pain | felt as a woman who lost her baby, 15 tragic.

For mothers of sullbomn infants, the immeasurable physical pain and trauma of childbirth is coupled
with the most emotionally traumatic- death.

Itis an event that deserves far more respect than it receives.

Duning this session, [ hope you will be hearing about a bill SB 399 nicknamed the Missing Angels
Bill. For Philip and tens of thousands of grieving Wisconsin families, I ask vou to help me in
changing our current protocol. Passing this bill would be excellent steps in helping the thousands of
parents begm to have tangible memories. So families can begin to grieve for their child.

I'ask that all children who are born, alive or still, be issued a birth cerificate validating their
existence. Their births are no different than any other except their parents must leave the hospital
without their child. Please do not allow our state to continue 1o “kill” these children again in the
hearts of future parents by not acknowledging their existence,

On February 12% at 9:0C am the committee on Health, Children, Families, Aging and Long Term
Care will be holding a heaning on this bill. My family and many others would appreciate your
support. [ would be proud to have Wisconsin join Arizona, Utah, Indiana, lowa, Kentucky,
Massachusetts, and Virginia in 1ssuing Certificates of Sullbirth.

_-:.Reﬁpeczfuﬂ

lennifer L‘ Petro
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Halbur, Jennifer l 5 % t 54 Cf

Seaquist, Sara

Thursday, February 05, 2004 4:05 PM
Halbur, Jennifer

heavenly angels

'Déborah Schneider of Plymouth, Wl-wanted to let CR know that she supports the heavenly angels bill...




Jennifer Petro
4155 Lakeshore Drive
Rhinelander, WI 54501

715-362-9497
tipetro@newnorth.net

speaking for many families in your home state e and nationwide. T hope that because of
uwa!lbe pmmptedto taka alxttic nmc andplease consxderwhatl amaboutto share w:m

L 'I wmxid hke 10 share the.storyof myson, Phxhp ]amcs ?etro wzth yau. Our famﬁywas biessed in .

. Julyof 1999 o fmcl out we were pregnant for the first time, My husband and T have dreamed of our

* children for quite some time, Our happiness continued with all the usual firsts: heanbeat, S R

movement, ultrasound, etc. Then on Thanksgiving, the day that we are most aware of our blessmgs :

.~ the unthinkable happened. I went into labor at barely 24 weeks. We rushed to the hospital and in
- spite of all the doctors efforts our son was stillbom. The statistics are ‘shocking for this typeof -
df:ath. ‘There are more _than 33 ,000 babies ‘stillborn’ in the US. every year. These are baby:s bom
© - past th ﬁ*’-‘week -pregnanc _.andnmnyofthemate'a‘ e _thybabws R

- Inthe ince | ‘have searc_edforsupportbo_ -mmy_oc___--areaaﬂdonime To
' surpnse there are too many parents that have had this same experience. I'have also had to flght
misconceptions of people who are lucky enough not to have experienced this. Most feel thata chzid '
. that has been stillborn is not sxgmfzcant. It is thought that the loss is not as severe as a child who |
~ maybe 2 or7 or 16, The only difference is the amount of time that is spent with that cinid It docs )
not affect thc mnoum of bondmg or love that you bave 'mth that chﬂd R

e 'Mymam concern is thc educauan s0° despcrately needed Wn‘lnn our communrty about ‘fecal’ death. T
realize this is a.provocative subject. It is one that sparks great emotional pain in me as well. You -
see, in 1999 after Philip’s death, I called the hospital in which he was bom to ask for either a birth or
death certificate. One of the difficult issues of ‘fetai’ death; or. early neonatal death is the lack of
tangible memories with the child- thus any mementoof the chﬂd’s existence is critical in the heahng

process.

I'was then told that there is not a “certificate” given to the parents of a stillborn cinld. Thereis a
fetal demise form required by the state o be filled out.

The thought that my son was so insignificant 1o just have been part of my medical records 18
something I am stll trying 1o figure out. I did have a child. I held him and touched his hands and
toes. I kissed him and said a prayer goodbye. I had milk in mybreasts the day I buried him. The

i : As a mglsmmd voter, I fcel compﬁ‘lled to write: ::o }’Ou g2 a cnucal zssue that is: vcry anormn: L




- Bill. For Philip anc

- existence. Their births are no different than any other except their parents must leave the hospital

" _]ex_én_ifcr L. Pe

Jennifer Petro
4155 Lakeshore Drive
Rhinelander, W1 54501
715-362-9497
- ._  tjpetro@newnorth.net |
fact that this state which I love and have planned to grow old in, did not acknowledge my baby’s life
and death, nor the pain I feltasa worman who lost her baby, is tragic.

For mothers of stillborn infants, the i&nméaSmbIa physical pain and trauma of childbirth is coupled
S . It 1s an event that descrvesfar more rcs?e_ct than .it:t#c_civés. |
Dunngthlssessmn,I hope you will behcanng abou:ta bill SB 399 nicknamed theMlssmg Angels
it vens of thousands of grieving Wisconsin familes, 1 ask you to belpmein
nt protocol. Passing this bill would be excellent steps in helping the thousands of -

o families cant begin to grieve for their child.

 have tangible memones.

whorare bom, alive or scill, be issud a birth certificare validating their

- with outdaexrchﬁd?lease donot allow our state to continue to “kill" these childrenagainin the .
 hearts of future parents by not acknowledging R O A,

 their existence.

" On Fébruary 12 at 9:00 am the committee on. Fealth, Children, Families, Aging and Long Term
Care will be holding a hearing on this bill. My family and many others would appreciate your -

' support: I'swould be proud-to have Wisconsin join Arizona, Utah, Indiana, lowa, Kentucky, :

" Niosachusets, and Virginia in ssuing Cerificates of Selbih.

{1 Ao




Haﬁgu,dennﬁgr

... From: Kurtz, Hunter

“Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2004 3:42 PM
To: Halbur, Jennifer
Subject: FW: Senate Bill 399

————— Original Message--—--
From: Fesenmaier, Jennifer {mailto:FasenmaierJ@AyresAssociates‘com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2004 11:41 AM
-To: 'Sen.Roessler@legis.state.wi.us'
Cc: ’senachvala@legisrstate.wi.us*;_'sen.brown@legis.state.wi.us';
'sen.kanavas@iegis.state.wi.us’; ‘sen.welch@legis.state.wi.us’;
'sen.schultz@legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.robson@legis.state.wi.us';
'sen.jaunch@legis.state.wi.us'; 'sen.carpenter@legis.state.wi.us';
. 'cherklop@yahoo.com’
. Subject: Senate Bill 399

 Senator Roessler, -

'_'Ijamkﬁfifinﬁﬁﬁnﬂgﬁ@?cﬁ@ﬁbﬁgsenatéjgill'3993wﬁiéh*isJa&BilZ:;ﬁat;Wili'prcﬁide
qiﬁsuance:Of”C@ztifihétionﬂaffﬁixhh-Rasuiting;in;Stizlﬁirth;*soﬁétyear;agQ¢atj
-+ ¢ nommal prenatal visit the nurse could not find my babies heart tones snd
aénfuiﬁf330uﬂd~féveaiéd“thé*&evasfatiﬁg?ﬁéWSftﬁat'my-bébYThédeiéﬂ. I was 39
weeks along in my first pregnancy with no complication. My husband was
called from work to the hospital where I had to tell him that our dream had

ended. I was induced that day and after 12 hours of laborigave birth to' sur -

‘stillborn son John Matthew. He was perfect in every way and to this day we
“do not know why he died. Iodeft the hospital the next day withéut ‘my’ baby
-eréﬁythiﬁgﬁthat*ﬁckﬁéWledgéthim}fanﬁbirthﬁcertificaté;“ﬁo'deatﬁ
'Cértiﬁicaﬁ§,1_Itxwas{asaiﬁﬁhgv&id-ﬁdt“eﬁiSt;]”.. S I RS

"Iﬂamﬂﬁex&%tq*telﬁ'ydﬁﬁhéféidﬁf~lﬁca £ Hﬂh&ﬁ“ahdmioﬁEd'higtfof“qubﬁﬁﬁs. My
“husband and I, along with many others, saw and felt him kick and even
hiccup. I have an ultrasound picture of him sucking his thumb. He was
loved by many and our dreams for him were real.

o But in this world, as we kﬁow it,_there:is no record of his 1ife or death.
All that remains ig his gravesite ‘and the hole he has left in our life.’

You can help change that. . With the passing of this Bill, his 1ife and
death, along with the life and death of orher babies will be acknowledge.
Please continue to support this Bill and get it pasged inte law. It will
not bring back my son or the countless other children born still, but it
will show that their life and death meant something in this world and
deserves to be acknowledged

Thank vou

_ Jemnifer Fesenmaier
rBan Claire, WI




February 12, 2003
Bill SB #399

Dear State Senate Committee,

My name is Rebecca Lomis-Stephan and I would like to first thank you for taking the
time to hear this request fora Stillbirth Certiﬁcate

Tam the Mother of ﬁve beautlfu} chﬁdren however my husband and I lost two of the
five children on July 4™, 2003 because they were born still at 22 weeks gestation. Their
names were Olivia and Abnanna You could imagine how devastating this was to find
out that we were not going to have the wonderful beginning as we did with our other
three children. In stead they were dead.

This week would be the most devastating moment in our lives. I gave natural birth to our
girls, prepared their funeral, had the wake, and buried them all within a week’s time.
After the funeral was over, | realized that T was not given any certificate. I went on to call
Vital Statistics and they told me that unfortunately our daughters were recorded as a
statistic but there would be no certificate, Devastation does not come even close o the
hombie siap in the face that we felt Clnsure was to be fa.r from our reach

Smce thenl want on to sf:art an orgamzaﬁon called Heavenly Angels i fcunded ﬂ}w
organization for the soul purpose of giving other parents a place to find some closure.
Making Memorial quilts is our specialty and they are free to all grieving parents, The
reason I mention this is because all of us parents who have lost a child to stillbirth have
nothing to take away from this but a memory of being pregnant. We have ﬁothmg
tangible. This would give them at Jeast something but what we all really wantis a
certificate to state that our children were born. We need this desperately for our personal
closure and every parent that goes through this feels the same (according to 245 members
of Heavenly Angels).

I thank you again for your time and I am positive you will all make the right decision for
all of the grieving parents of stillborn babies in Wisconsin, like my husband and L.
Sincerely,

Rebecca Lomis-Stephan

Ronald Stephan

Heavenly Angels

www.heavenlyangel§.us




Vote Record
Committee on Health, Children, Families, Aging and Long
| Term Care -

Date: ;} g E ?;{

Moved by: IKQQQ- e Seconded by: M%’i«_
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Halbur, Jennifer

From: Kuriz, Hunter

Sent:  Friday, February 13, 2004 9:13 AM
To: Halbur, Jennifer

Subject: FW: In re SB 399 opposition from BVS

————— Criginal Message-—--

From: Cherie Klopp [maifto:cherklop@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, February 13, 2004 7:51 AM VAN
To: rep.honadel@legis.state.wi.us; sen.roessler@legis.state.wi.us M{" ) :
Subject: Fwd: In re SB 399 opposition from BVS v f,

Dear Senator Roessler and Representative Honadel:

I was so infuriated by BVS opposition yesterday I immediately emailed R:ichérd Olsen from NSS
regarding the inital costs of starting this program. His response will follow.

I also wish to add that I work in the Vilas Child Support Agency. Ms. Petersons agrument regarding
fraudlent "paternity” is dw\ﬁtﬁoﬁtﬂmﬁﬂfﬁi’“ﬁf{ﬁi&rﬁeﬂ woman gave birth to a stillborn child, she
would have NOTHING to gain by lying about her child's parentage. She will never receive W-2, food
stamps or any other county benefit on behalf of that child. She will not be entitled to child support for a
child who has died. She will not receive social security benefits on behalf of that child should the
potential father pass away. "Legal" paternity is irrelavant in cases such as this.

Please do everything you can to help us in getting this bill passed. Ithank you so much for everything
you are doing for our families. » e covvemn

Sincerely,

Cherie Klopp
Wisconsin Director, National Stillbirth Society

"Richard K. Olsen’* <rko@cox.net> wrote:

From: "Richard K. Olsen"
To: "Cherie WI Klopp”
Subject:
Date: Thu, 12 Feb 2004 20:39:04 -0700
Richard K. Olsen, Executive Director
The National Stillbirth Society, Inc.
Website: www.stillnomore.org
Email: stilinomore @cox.net
Telephone: 602-216-6600
&
1 ot
. lj -
Cherie, A ‘

02/13/2004
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1. Without exception in every state that has enacted the legislation, the legislative analysis which
accompanied the presentation of the bills indicated that the cost would be "negligible",
"minimal” or "insignificant”. Several observed that fees to be collected would support the
issuance of the Certificates.

2. In the last year for which we were able to find data, Wisconsin recorded just 389 stillbirths.
Certificates of Live Birth cost $12. Assuming the same fee were to be charged for stillbirths, that
fee would generate $4,688 in revenues, practically the entire "annual maintenance cost”.

3. During the same year that 389 Wisconsin babies were born still, 63, 461 were born live. BVS
didn't seem to have much problem keeping up with the live births. Why then would a "handful”
of stillbirths - about 6/10 of 1% - pose such a record keeping problem.

4. As far as start up costs, NSS would be more than happy to design and bear the cost of printing
enough Certificates for the first two years. -

5. Collection of the data would be the same as for live births, but with the addition of a check off
box to indicate the birth was{ ]LIVE or [ ] STILL. There is no need to design a special
form. SO where is the $60,000 going??77%/

A birth is an EVENT, and deserves a record. Live or Still is an outcome and should be properly
noted. Because the baby is still is not a reason to refuse to acknowledge the event happened. Had
these babies lived instead of being born still, BVS would have had to issne a Certificate anyway.
So what's the big deal?

Richard K. Olsen, Executive Director

The National Stillbirth Society, Inc.

.- Website: www.stillnomore.org” - .

‘Email: stillpomore@cox.net
Tel: 602-216-6600

'This e-mail made with 100% recycled electrons and magnetic material E '

Do you Yahoo!?

Yahoo! Finance: Get your refund fast by filing online

02/13/2004




Halbur, Jen:lifer

From: Tony & Jenna Petro [tipetro@newnorth.net]

Sent: Friday, February 13, 2004 9:40 PM

To: sen.roessler@legis.state.wi.us . U ’

Subject: SB 399

Dear Senator Roessler: RV, i
: ’gﬂﬁﬁw{gxf

First let me apologize for the way I addressed your committee on Thursday ’f,ffd
February 12th. I was under the impression that we were unable te speak to ‘
yvour committee anymore on this important subject matter and there were many %ﬁgyﬁ;_ g
things that needed to be impressed to your committee about ocur children. I ' ¥
was raised to be confident and outspoken but not rude. Please share my
apologizes to the other Semators on yvour committee.

her By
I

o nid
Second 1 would like to thank you for being a co-sponsor of this bill. Tt ngpa
has been 4 1/2 years since my loss and there are scme days that are as fresh
as the day it happened.  We have come a long way in our small community to
try and understand the ways that hospitals, clergy, and funeral homes, as
well as the community, “can help parents heal. I truly believe that when
this bill becomes a law it will open doors in other communities to rethink
their procedures and policies.

Stilibirth ig becoming less of a taboo subject. It does need te be
discussed. Wounds do need to heal. People need to understand and
acknowledge. Knowing that our government understands and is supportive in
these beliefs helps prove our point to the rest of the world,

Thank you again for your time and support. If there are any questions or—""
anything else I can help you with please feel free to contact me. .

Best Regards,
Jennifer Petro

. 715-362-9487 - .

- tipetro@newnorth.net




State Senatern

Conel &&:Jm

TO: CAROL
FROM: HUNTE
DATE:  February 19, 2004

1. Rep. Honadel called, he wanted to thank you for your vote on stillborns

Voice: 608-266-5300
Fax; 608-266-0463




Halbur, Jennifer

From: Kurtz, Hunter ...
Sent: “Thursday, February 19, 2004 2:21 PM
To: Halbur, Jennifer
ol . ‘.wwmw“”"; P
Rep. Honadel called, he wanted to CR for vote on stillborns ) e
,m/""f/
"




Cherie Klopp, Wisconsin State Director

STAMP QUT | Tre National Stillirth Society, Inc,

Y 3 5 [ Website: www stillnomore.org
b-. f‘. ]) . Ls o B Email stilnomore@cox.net
' & Telephone: 715/479-5310

To:  Wisconsin State Legislature
From: Cherie Klopp, Wisconsin State Director

RE: DO PASS: Heavenly Angel Act SB399 (Stillbirth)

""Laoss will always be a dimension of the human axperience. Presently many babies in the United States
are stillborn. It is part 0f human nature to remain ignorant and detached until one's own child is
included in that statistic."".

Exactly five years and one week ago I gave birth to my first child, a daughter, Taylor Nicole Klopp. It
should've been a moment of great joy for my husband and me. Instead, the only cries heard coming from
OB room #1 that morning belonged to my husband and me. Taylor, our beautiful baby girl, was born still.
It was a devastating loss to my family; a loss we have learned to live with, but one we shall never get over.

Following her birth I was shocked to discover that no official document bearing her name would be
issued. No birth certificate. No death certificate. Nothing. Years later I learned that had I known enough
to ask, I could've requested a copy of her "Fetal Death Report", a document used to enter a vital statistic in
Wisconsin's database, and thereafter destroyed. Some hospitals offer this. cold report.to parents because
. there is nothmg else available to them.: Others-do not. - By offering grieving pareuis a "Certificate of Birth'.

* Resulting in Stillbirth" you create uniformity for all. You also acknowledge a birth occurred - an event -
even though the outcome - still vs. live - was vastly different. The state should not deny Wisconsin
mothers the issuance of a Certificate that acknowledges the event of birth simply because that child
did not take a breath By not issuing a Certificate the state currently reinforces the perception of many
newly bereaved women that they have failed and are unworthy of the title "mother".

I became a member of the National Stillbirth Society to promote awareness and I became the Wisconsin
State Director to achieve a measure of peace for myself and other grieving parents of this state. Peace that
will be brought by the recognition of the fact that we gave birth to much loved and dearly wanted children,
children that will be forever mourned and remembered. The provision in this Bill for Certificates of Birth
Resulting in Stillbirth to be retroactively available recognizes that the memory these forgotten parents
hold in their hearts; no matter how long ago they suffered their loss is valid. Though not "persons” in the
eyes of the law, they were a huge part of our lives.

The National Stillbirth Society's goals include educating the public about stillbirth. The first step in
achieving this is to pass this bill in every state. Ten states have already done so, almost without

" Quietus a Story of Stillbirth, by Jean Gunderson, BSN and Donna Harris, Ed.D

P. 0. Box 10273 Phoenix, AZ 85020 Please visit our MISSING ANGEL FOUNDATION: www.missingangel.org



exception on unanimous votes of their legislatures. (Kentucky and lowa already issue a Certificate as a
matter of policy.)

By helping us today to create that awareness, you are also helping us to promote awareness of the need for
Jederal legislation to create a uniform post mortem protocol. Requiring standardized autopsy findings is
the first step in making consistently collected data available for analysis in an effort to find the causes of
stillbirths, two-thirds of which are unexplained and happen to otherwise "normal" babies.

With increased awareness we hope to also see increased federal funding to researchers like University of
Wisconsin's own Dr. Richard Pauli, who for the past 21 years has been active in the field of stillbirth
research.

Please keep in mind that SIDS, also known as “crib death" was reduced by fifty percent, after the issue
was brought to the public's attention. That's when enough empirical data was collected to overturn the
long-held precept that babies should be put to sleep on their tummies. Once turned on their backs, death -
rates plummeted. Will stillbirth yield to so simple a solution? We won't know until we bring the issue and
its devastating effect on Wisconsin women to public awareness. Researchers need to overcome a longtime
legacy of secrecy and the sense of stillbirth as taboo. Taking this first step in passing this bill will help.

On behalf of all women who suffered a stillbirth - and the nearly 500 Wisconsin families who can be
expected to suffer a stillbirth this year - and every year until stillbirth is eradicated - the Wisconsin
mothers standing before you are asking this Committee to pass - on a unanimous vote - SB 399,
Attachments:

Why we Need a Certificate
Footprints Flyer

P 0. Box 10273 Phoenix, AZ 85020 Please visit our MISSING ANGEL FOUNDATION: www.missingangel org




SUDDEN ANTENATAL DEATH SYMDROME

PREPARED FOR
WISCONSIN SENATE COMMITTEE
ON HEALTH, CHILDREN, FAMILIES,
AGING AND LONG TERM CARE




I STAMP OUTY The National
1 S.A.D.S.] stillbirth Society

Inc.

“"Because all ocur Children Matter”

TO: Members of the Wisconsin Senate Health Committee

PLEASE SUPPORT SB 399 - Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth

The written record of life usually begins with a Certificate of Birth and ends with a Certificate of Death, but
not for all babies. Last year 26,000 babies were “stillborn”, victims of Sudden Antenatal Death Syndrome.
These babies, past 20 weeks and for the most part viable, often died mysteriously in their mothers’ wombs
for no discernable medical reason. For them there is no Cerfificate of Birth. They are issued Certificates of
Fetal Death that record their passing, but not Certificates of Birth that acknowledge their delivery. Why
Not? Should not two certificates be issued, one to mark their death, and the second 1o record their birth?

Birth is a process all mothers go through, regardiess of the outcome. Mother’s of stillborn babies “give
birth”, they just don't give life. The piece of paper we routinely refer to as a Certificate of Birth is actually
titted, "Certificate of Live Birth”. Doesn't this wording suggest on its face there is another kind of birth? The
answer is an obvious “Yes". There's “live birth” and then there's “stillbirth’. Both qualify as “births”.

- Silibirth-mothers deserve to have their motherhood recognized and validated by the issuance of a
Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stillbirth, just as live birth mothers have their birth event recognized. They
are mothers; that their baby died before its birth does not take that reality away from them. And stilibirth
fathers are no less fathers because of their loss.

I am a father. My daughter Camille died in utero on the eve of her delivery at 41 weeks!

Arizona recognized the inequality of how stillbirths were being treated and in 2001 passed HB2418,
mandating that the Bureau of Vital Statistics offer parents of all stiliborn babies a "Certificate of Birth
Resulting in Stillbirth”. This certificate is in addition to - and separate from - the Certificate of Fetal Death
which is not affected in any way by the legislation. One document recognizes the brave act of the
mother who bore a "still" baby, while the other recognizes the death of that child prior to birth. {For a recap
of current legislative activity in all states and specimen bills see http:/iwww.missingangelsbill.com.)

Both past and current stillbirths in Arizona are eligible to be issued such a Certificate.

The issuance of a Certificate of Birth Resuiting in Stillbirth does not impact in any way a woman's
right to choose to terminate her pregnancy. Such certificates are issued only for deliveries following
naturally occurring fetal deaths. Women who choose an elective termination of their pregnancy would
neither be required to obtain a Certificate of Birth Resulting in Stilfbirth, nor would they even be eligible for
the reason elective terminations don't fall within the definition of a “stillbirth”.
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Also important to note is that this measure is not about taxes or financial relief or gain of any type either.
Stillbirth parents are not seeking a dependent deduction, though one must ask whether it would not be
appropriate to offer stillbirth parents the same tax benefit as live birth parents, since they bear the added
cost of burial. But for the present, we want to focus solely on the societal issue of equal treatment for all
birth mothers.

At present the mothers and fathers of stillborn babies suffer not only the loss of their baby but also the loss
of societal acknowledgement that they are parents. Our country has historically been silent about stilibirth,
preferring not to discuss this uncomfortable topic. Because of that silence there has been little done in the
way of research or prevention. Stillbirth is a phenomenon that cuts across every strata of society; no one is
immune. It strikes women as randomly as fightening bolts come to ground in a thunderstorm, making it all
the more terrifying. One in every 115 births is a stillbirth! Seventy babies a day are born still every
day in America; five hundred every week. Wisconsin mothers suffer almost 450 stillbirths every year.

The National Stillbirth Society, founded in 2001 by a stillbirth father, is sponsoring a nationwide drive to
draw attention fo the devastation caused to families worldwide by stillbirth. We will achieve this goal in part
by getting state legislatures to enact legislation to acknowledge that mothers of stilibom babies are entitied
to receive recogrition for the: child that they conceived and nurtured, but lost at birth. Hence, SB 399 has
been introduced in the Senate on behalf of all Wisconsin women to accomplish this purpose.

When she signed the enabling legislation, Arizona's Governor Jane Dee Hull commented, "This is a step
long overdue”. She must have been right because legislators in every state where it has been enacted into
law have done so on unanimous votes! That's because dead babies and bereaved parents are deemed
to deserve more respect than they have been given up to now. It passed in Massachusetts ~ a liberal state
— as easily as it did in Utah. This is truly a non-partisan issue, non-controversial issue.

Birth Resulting in Stillbirth, meets all the requirements of the legislation. -

/wf@

The Certificate shown below issued by Indiana, one of the states to a}_r_eady__issue Certiﬁc_a’;f_zs_ of
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Why We Need A Certificate of Still Birth

Haven’t we all at one time been in a movie theater when the film broke? One moment we're caught up in the
action and suddenly, there is no story on the screen. Time out while the projectionist rethreads the rest of the
reel. If only life were like that. If only sudden interruptions could pick up where they left off. But they can’t.

The birth of a dead baby is a break in the action. The story is over. We get
to say hello and goodbye in the same breath. Instead of a bright future, all
we're left with is shattered dreams of what might have been. When movie
breaks we get our money back. In real life when the “film” breaks we’re
given a fetal death certificate. No baby to take home. No reward for the
months of waiting. No acknowledgement for having given birth.

- When we discover that what once lived within us is dead we ‘want.to run
/ away. But we can’t. First we must deliver our baby, just like mothers of
live babies do. We must endure the pain. Just like mothers of live babies.
And when it’s over we hold our baby, just like mothers.of live babies do,
But then we have to give our baby back, and go home to an empty nursery.

“Mommy has birth certificates for all of  Contrary to what the pundits say, it is possible to fool Mother Nature. She
us. They prove that we Wwere bomed.”  45een’t know our baby died, and so she dutifully produces milk to nourish
and protect that, which is no longer. She knows we gave birth. We know we gave birth. But the state says not.
Stillbirth mothers are not acknowledged as mothers by 46 states.

“We will recognize your baby’s death, but not its birth” is the message.

Bt how can that die which has not been born? How did it come into being? Did it ride a space ship to earth? Or
did it arrive the way every other baby arrived, from the womb of a mother who conceived and delivered it?

Birth is a process that all mothers endure; live or “still” is the outcome of that process. If we recognize a
live birth, why would the state not recognize a stillbirth? Is it to punish the mother whose baby is born dead? Is
she ot somehow worthy? Did she fail somehow? That’s what she thinks. If we give a the mother of a live birth
a “Certificate of Live Birth” why would we not give the mother of a stillborn baby a Certificate of Still Birth?
That’s the reality of what happened. '

All mothers give birth; only the outcomes of those births differ.

To deny a woman a “Certificate of Still Birth”, when she fails to produce a living child, is to say that she did not
give birth, which is not true. To deny a woman recognition for this seminal event in her life is to deny the event
ocecurred. To deny a woman recognition is to tell her she is a failure. It is an open wound upon her soul that will
never heal unless and until her sacrifice is recognized, just as live birth mothers are recognized.

On August 9, 2001 in Phoenix, Arizona, Sharon Arnold, wife of NSS Founder Richard K. Olsen, along with
Joanne Cacciatore-Garard, NSS National Director and founder of the MISS Foundation, were presented the first
Certificates of Birth Resulting in Still Birth to be issued in the United States. The state of Arizona has led the
way by acknowledging that these brave women gave birth and that their daughters, Camille and Cheyenne,
though bom still, did for one brief and glorious moment pass through this world. Your state should recognize
you and your babies too, because all our children matter.

DISTRIBUTED BY: The National Stillbirth Society (www stillnomore.org)
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When they pass through they often
leave hothing behind but footprints.
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memento they will have to show they once had a child who
"¢ toobriefly passed through this world. The lucky ones find out
& why their baby died. But for two-thirds of them no answer
é' can be found as to why their otherwise normal baby was
i - delivered dead. Not knowing acause leaves these stilibirth-
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'One:'réQSQn there’s so iiﬁfé;;SA_i}S awéﬁieness_.sg'_be'cadsérthe birth of a “stil” baby, rather than
being acknowledged in official records, has -_irad;'ﬁ_cna!!y--be_en_fi_gn;:r_e_d as if it didn't happen. The
death of a 5;iiib0{n:-baby'i_s__-'acknawiedge_d by issuance of a Fetal Death Certificate, but not the

birth. A woman who delivers a live baby receives a Certificate of Live Birth. But the mother

who gives birth to a “still” baby isn' recognized in Wisconsin right now. . As recently as three -

years ago, no state recognized =s£ii:i§i_ift_ﬁ_;'fp__i;:_g;’j_-__‘IS::Qﬁt emﬁoandissuecemﬂcates -

cess; live or “still”is just a result. Until Arizona passed this legislation in 2001 -
the first state in the.nation to do'so - a mother of identical twins, who delivers one live -and one
“stil’, would receive a certificate of birth for the five baby only. Now she receives a Certificate
of Still Birth for the delivery of her dead ‘baby t00, as should ail stillborn-mothers, That's the
reality of what happened! .~ L T IR

The Missing Angel Act does not impact or involve elective terminations of pregnancy.
Thatis not our issue and never will be ourissus. We're fighting solely for the rights of stillbirth
mothers - and there are more than a miltion fiving in this .cbuntrye_t_ada_y -~ who carried a child, in
Some cases to full term, and having lost that child to stillbirth, were denied issuance of a

cértiﬁca’:e that saysi.th_ey tried. One that says they went through a birthing process.

PL:EAS_E SUPPORT THE LEGISLATION INTRODUCED BY REP. MARK HONADEL
[ svawour Y The National Stillbirth Socie
-_ A”Sa g' “Because all our chiidren matter.”

Richa%d'K.' Olsen 'Stii:lbirﬁ'-s Father & Executive Director www.stiiinomore.afg stifnomore@cox.nat
Cherie Kiopp, Stillbirth Mother and Wisconsin State Director, cherklop@yahoo.com




